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Sandstone Ridge - Physical
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Overview A
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The Sandstone Ridge comprises a discontinuous A S,
range of rolling hills and escarpments stretching °°dh°“§9H'”

north-south through Cheshire.
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The lower slopes and surrounding areas have been
modified by ice sheets that have a left a
considerable thickness of glacial till punctuated by
meres and mosses. The landscape is also pitted
with hundreds of ponds dug for marl in the 18th and
19th centuries.
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The Ridge rises sharply from the gentle topography
of the Cheshire plain, and affords extensive and
panoramic long-distance views to Wales, the Peak
District, Merseyside and Shropshire hills. It includes
18 summits above 135m, with the highest elevation
reached at Raw Head in the Peckforton Hills, some
227m above sea level.
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The rivers Weaver and Gowy rise in the Peckforton
Hills and, with their tributaries, contribute to the
Weaver/Gowy and Dee catchments for public,
agricultural and industrial water supply within and
outside Cheshire.
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Sandstone Ridge - Landscape

Overview

The Cheshire Sandstone Ridge is recognised nationally as a

distinctive landscape — one of 159 National Character Areas in

England (No. 62).

National Character Area 62 comprises eight separate
landscape character types.

The special qualities of the Sandstone Ridge are recognised
locally by the designation of 5 Areas of Special County Value
for Landscape within the area (Local Landscape Designation).

Delamere Forest was proposed as an AONB in the Hobhouse
Report to Government in 1946.

Note: A landscape character assessment for Cheshire East is
in draft, and currently unavailable.
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Sandstone Ridge - Natural Heritage

Overview
National Character Area 62 includes:

6 European Wildlife Sites.

90 National or Local Wildlife Sites.

15 Regionally Important Geological sites (RIGs).

13% woodland cover, including 343 hectares of ancient
woodland.

Internationally important meres and mosses.

The most extensive remnants of lowland heathland and sessile
oak woodland in Cheshire.
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Sandstone Ridge - Cultural Heritage

Overview
National Character Area 62 includes:

449 Listed Buildings

25 Conservation Areas

41 Scheduled Monuments

2 Parks and Gardens on Historic England's National
Register.

Significant 'Large Historic Features' on the
Sandstone Ridge include six Iron Age hillforts and
four castles of varying ages.

Between 2014-17, volunteers in The Ridge: Rocks
and Springs project recorded over 700 records of
sandstone quarries, rock graffiti, rock art, wells,
springs and pump houses (shown as 'Small Historic
Features').
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Sandstone Ridge - Communities

Overview

36,000 people live in National Character Area 62. The
population is concentrated around the Key Service
Centres of Helsby and Frodsham in the north, Kelsall,
Sandiway and Tarporley in the middle of the area, and
Tattenhall and Malpas in the south.

28 primary schools and 3 secondary schools are
located within the area, as are all four Outdoor
Education Centres in Cheshire.

Community facilities include:

10 GP surgeries

6 libraries

16 village halls and community centres
44 places of worship.
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88% of National Character Area 62 is in Cheshire
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Sandstone Ridge - Economy

Overview

70% of the National Character Area is farmland.
13% of the National Character Area is woodland.

Utility companies abstract 17 million litres of water each
year from aquifers beneath the Sandstone Ridge.

There are six sand and gravel quarries with planning
permission in the area, two of which are currently active.

400 farmers and landowners look after the area.

1,000 businesses are located within the area (not shown
on the map).
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Sandstone Ridge - Dark Skies
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the 159 within England
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Each pixel shows the level of radiance
(night light) shining up into the night
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colour bands to distinguish between
different light levels. The percentage of
pixels that fall within each band is
shown as a % in the chart above.
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Sandstone Ridge - Tranquillity
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The Council for the Protection of Rural England

(CPRE) published a tranquiliity map for England in
2006.

It demonstrates areas valuable for lack of
disturbance (from urban areas, traffic, power
stations, pylons, power lines and mines) and for the
presence of natural features - such as trees, water
and wildlife - that foster feelings of tranquillity.
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E__:i National Character Area 62

- Most tranquil
- Least tranquil

Reproduced courtesy of the
Campaign to Protect Rural England.
Revised edition 2007.
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